How DOES A CASE
GET TO THE COURT
OF APPEALS?

Appellant files appeal after District
Court judgment

&

District Court forwards files to
Court of Appeals

&

Appellant and respondent file briefs

&

Three-judge panel hears oral
argiments

&

Visitor's
Guide to Oral
Artguments

Minnesota
Court of
Appeals

Court of Appeals 1ssues opinion

&

Farties may petition Suprerme Court
for further review
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Wyelcome to the
Minnesota Court of Appeals, the
state's intermediate appellate
court. You are aboutto hear
oral arguments in an appeal.
The 19-judge Court of Appeals
hears an appeal in a three-judge
nanel at which no new evidence
or testimaony are offered.
Instead, the Court reviews the
decisions and procedures of the
lwwer court or agency and
decides whether an errar
accurred.
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What happens
during
oral arguments?

s Marshal calls conrt to
order; andience stands.
During oral arguments, the
marshal maintains court-
room decorum and ensures
that attorneys adhere totime
limitatiors.

s Threejudges enter the
cowrtroom. Court of
Appeals cases are heard in
three-judge panels. Priorto
oral arguments, judges
prepare by reading “briefs,”
or written argumerts submit-
ted by the parties irwvolved.
The judges sit in order of
seniority, wih the presiding
judge in the middle.

s Appellant’s attorney argues
the case. The attorney rep-
resenting the appealing party
also answers judges’ ques-
tions about his/her legal ar-
gument. Fifteenn mirntes are
allotted with five mirnres for
rebuttal.

s Respondent’s attorney ar-
gunes and answers judges’
questions. Fifteen minutes
are allotted.

Judges conference the case.
Oine judge & assignedto draft
the Court’s “opinion” or deci-
sior, which is discussed during
conference.

Judges draft and revise the
opinion. The draft is circulated
among the members of the
three-judge panel. A judge on
the panel may also write a

* concurring opinion® — agree-
ing with the decision but for
different reasons — or a
*dissenting opinion™ — dis-
agreeing with the majoricy
opinion. Onee the judges agree
on a final draft, the opinion is
circulated to the entire Court of
Appeals for comments.
Ovpinion filed with Clerk of
Appellate Conrts, released to
public via the Judicial Branch
web site www.mncourts.gov.
The Court of Appeals releases
itz opinion within 90 days.

Minnesota ludicial Center, St Paul

Courtroom
decorum

Please help us maintain decornm.
Important issues are decided based
on oral arguments. Therefore, T is
critical that the judges and attor-
neys worke withowr distraction.
Fleaze abide by the following while
in court:

s 3t in the audience area of
the couttroom. standing is
prohibited during oral argu-
ments.

+ Eemain silent during the
proceedings.

+ Eefrain from eating, drink-
ing, chewing gum or using
tobacco.

+ FEemove hats before enter-
ing the courtroom.

+ Mo demonstrations are al-
lowed, ncluding signs,
banners or dizplays of sym-
bols.

+ Elecronic recording de-
wices are prohibied, except
as permitted for the media.

s Turn off all pagers and
wireless telephones before
entering the courtroom.

HOW MANY CASES
DOES THE COURT OF
APPEALS HANDLE?

Ifore than 2,200 appeals a vear
from:

+  District Court decisions
{except first-degree
murder).

+  Administrative agencies
{except Tax and
Worlcers' Compensa-

tion courts).

WHEN DO ORAL
ARGUMENTS OCCUR?

*  Yearround in courtrooms
100 and 200 in the Minne-
sota Judicial Center, St.
Faul.

s Arvarious Greater
Minnesota locatrions to
keeplitigation costs low
and to ensure accessto

justice.



